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shorter staple but a much heavier yield per feddan. In Upper
Egypt an improved Ashmouni Is the chief crop. The Increased
yield per feddan since 1922 appears to be due in part, also, to the
measures taken to lower the water-table, and to the spread of
agricultural knowledge among the fellaheen.
Cane sugar is chiefly cultivated in Upper Egypt along the course
of the Ibrahimieh canal, which leaves the Nile at Asyut and
waters a considerable tract of country on the west bank of that
river. Maize covers a greater area than any other crop and is
mainly grown in Lower Egypt, which also produces the bulk of the
rice raised in the country. Barley tends to be about equally divided
between Upper and Lower Egypt, but wheat is more extensively
cultivated in the latter district than in the former.
The great majority of the 16,000,000 inhabitants are engaged in
agriculture, and only in a few places are there any manufactures
of importance. Alexandria and Kafr-el-Zaiyat extract oil "from
cotton seed, and in several towns of the delta cotton is ginned.
Some cotton and woollen goods are woven to supply local needs,
but the bulk of the textiles used are imported from Europe. Cigar-
ettes are made at Cairo and Alexandria.
THE DESERTS. In the deserts there is little economic activity
except in the oases where the typical products of such places are
grown. More important are the mineral resources of these regions.
At Hurghada and Ras Gharil on the western shore of the Red Sea,
and at Abu Durba, on the eastern shore of the Gulf of Suez, pro-
ductive oil-fields have been located. The former are the more
important, and now provide Egypt with part of the oil which It
requires, for fuel. Phosphates are obtained at Safaga and Queseir,
farther to the south, and near Isna in the Nile Valley.
COMMUNICATIONS AND TRADE. The Nile is now navigable
throughout Egypt since a canal has been constructed to avoid the
rapids and barrage at Aswan. The principal railway runs from
- Alexandria southwards as far as Aswan. From Cairo, lines run to
Damietta, and, by way of Benha, Zagazig, and Ismailia, to Fort
Said and Suez. The Suez Canal gives great strategic importance to
Egypt though it hardly affects its trade.
Cotton is the chief export of the country, and accounts for
75 per cent of the total value of the exports. Cotton seed, cereals*
and vegetables together made up the greater part of the remainder.